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The Dean of the Faculty of Medicine

Professor Dr. M. Ian Bowmer
Health Science Center
Memorial University of Newfoundland
ST. JOHN'S, Newfoundland & Labrador, 

CANADA A1B 3V6

Regarding Professor Ranjit Chandra’s publications
Professor Chandra has contributed to the literature on the development of allergies in infants and children.

His results support the use of so called partially hydrolyzed cow’s milk protein based formulas for substitution of cow’s milk in infants with cow’s milk allergy. 

In 1993, I wrote a position paper on Cow’s milk allergy(1) together with a number of European and also the most prominent American researchers within this field. One of the participants, late Professor Luisa Businco, Rome, at that time President of the European Society of Pediatric Allergy and Clinical Immunology, ESPACI, asked me, at that time Honorary Secretary of that society, to check whether or not the allegations circulating in Europe against Professor Chandra were true or not, i.e. that his data on this subject(2;3) had been produced in the computer of his secretary (or his own?). 
This happened before your time as Dean of the faculty of Medicine. Since I got a nonsense-response to my first letter, I sent a second letter and the response was: “Since the allegations against Professor Chandra have not been proven nor dis-proven he is still in office”. We had to accept that answer.
In 1997 Professor Chandra published on the 5 y follow up of children included in the previous trial(4). In that paper he claims that the children were challenged orally, something that was not mentioned in the first paper. The results of Professor Chandra are not consistent with the findings of other researchers. His results are used as proof for the preventive effect of partially hydrolyzed whey formulas produced by NESTLÉ.  These data are very important to us, since we (the Section on Pediatrics within the European Academy of Allergology and Clinical Immunology, SP-EAACI) are just finishing a new position paper with participation of a number of international experts within the field of food allergy in infancy: “Dietary prevention of allergy in infants and young children”(5) that will be submitted for publication within soon. If there are provocation protocols or data on patients or not from the trials by Professor Chandra is of utmost importance to our conclusions. 
I would like to clarify whether or not the allegations are true or not, i.e. should the papers by Professor Chandra be cited or not. Questions: 
· Since the results from oral challenges have been published after my contact with the Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, there must be some data on these challenges. Normally, a special record should be filled in for each infant, to note doses, symptoms etc. I would appreciate if you convinced me by a letter that the data are there and that you kindly include a copy of a relevant original document.

· If there are no such documents, there must at least be names and addresses of patients/families. The children must have been known to Professor Chandra after my earlier correspondence with the Dean. To be able to follow up after 1993 he must have been able to contact the families. Then I would like you to get in contact with some of these families, interview them, and send me a letter clearly showing that the provocation tests in infants and follow up of 5 year old children has taken place.
If you are not able to send any of these proofs, I would like a letter clearly stating the situation. Conclusions cannot be based on false evidence. 

I hope for your rapid and complete response.

Sincerely yours

Sten Dreborg, MD, PhD
Enclosure: Abstracts of references
Professor emeritus
President ESPACI 1997-2001; Chairman of the SP-EAACI. 1997-2001; Present member of the board of the SP-EAACI
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